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More ti ips for mending your broken home
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By Renée Peck
InsideOut editor

1 was going to write a column
on getting organized a couple of
weeks ago, but, well, where did I
put those notes?

Like 70 percent of you, I re-
solved to get my affairs in better
order this year, Getting organ-_
ized was No. 8 on the Top 10
New Year’s Resolutions list, ac-
cording to a study by HCD Re-
search, a company that special-
izes in such things. The top two
resolutions for 2009 were losing
weight and enjoying life more,
which seem pretty much mutu-
ally exclusive to me. But I di-
gress. .

“Where are the bank state-
ments from last year?” Stewart
asked on NewYear’s Eive.

“You mean 2008?”

“No, last year — 2007.”

“And why do we need those?”

It seems that the IRS allowed
an additional filing extension for
Louisiana residents because of
Hurricane Gustav. And since we
always put off paying taxes for as
long as possible (which is not a fi-
nancial decision, but a matter of
procrastination), our official 2007
return was due on Jan. 5, 2009,

So that is why we spent miost
of the holiday — hours that
might have gone more profitably
into Christmas shopping or
neighborhood ecaroling — dig-
ging through closets. (In case
you wondered, most online bank-
ing sites allow you to retrieve
statements up to 131/2 years old,
which, for normal people, would
be enough.)

“Here’s January.”

“I have part of March.”

Like so many New Orleanians,
my take on possessions changed
after Hurricane Katrina. When
you don’t have a kitchen and are
cooking on a camp stove, you dis-
cover pretty quickly that one
saucepan serves as well as three.
‘When the walls have been gut-
ted, a folding chair is as fine a
place to sit as a Louis XV uphol-
stered side chair.

So it has. been with some dis-
may. that I have watched my
closets fill anew. As I plowed
through these newly cluttered
spaces, I tried to take stock of
their new and rampant growth,

A shopping bag of Carnival
loot. OK, that makes sense.

Last year’s Jazz Fest poster,
which I never got around to
framing.

A box of spare electronic parts,
because who knows when you
might need an extra USB cable.

A case of paper towels from
that last trip to Sam’s, and as-
sorted NutriSystem containers
left over from last year’s resolu-
tion (No. 1: lose weight).

But mostly, I discovered, my
closets bleed paper.

1 sifted through folders docu- -

menting our various evacuation
moves (appointment to connect
utilities, Houston; digital cable
order, St. Charles Avenue
condo). There were boxes of in-

voices, work orders, contracts,
catalogs and estimates having to
do with the repair of our Laie-
view home. Heaps and heaps of
insurance stuff, including a half-
inch-thick stack of Excel docu-
ments that listed, valued and de-
seribed all the furnishings in the
house before the storm. SBA

loan applications, flood insurance

findings, notes about Road Home
and FEMA requirements: Flood
maps and elevation mandates
and city darage estimates.

More trees were killed by the
bureaucratic aftermath of Kat-
rina than by the storm itself.

“We could save the wetlands
with all this stuff,” I told Stewart.

I’ve often pondered the fact
that the advent of the computer
didn’t curtail our use of paper,
but rather increased it exponen-
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tially. Computers and printers -

can.spew out pulp a lot faster
than my old Corona.
We are, alas, awash in printed

Pages
So my resolution to get organ-

ized really involves combing !

through all those boxes and files
and folders filled with papers,
and rearranging it all. Because
another lesson we have learned
post-Katrina is: Never throw

- anything away; it will be the one

form or document that some
clerk who'’s holding back your in-
surance settlement asks for.

I recall a colleague coming to

me in near tears last year; she
had stored so many numbers on

her Blackberry — Red Cross ID |

number, SBA loan number, Road :

Home application number, insur-

ance account numbers, filing

. numbers and on and on — that

she couldn’t remember what was
what.

People worry that, in the 21st ;
century, each of us will be re- -

duced to a mere number. In New

Orleans, we've already been re-

duced to serial numbers.
Anyway, my organization reso-

- lution will involve crisp new fold-

ers and labels, neatly docu-
mented boxes and filing drawers.

Eight months from now, you'll
probably find me in the back of a
closet, digging through one of
them in search of our January
2008 bank statements.

Next year; I'm definitely opt-
ing for Resolution No. 2: Enjoy
life more. Look for me in the
shredder aisle at Office Depot.
InsideOut editor Renée Peck can be reached
at rpeck@timespicayune.com. To comment on
this coluron online, go to
www.nola.com/homeandgarden.

How to get 0rganized, from an expert

Being organized is a learned be-
havior, says professional organizer
Jo Ann Coulter-Wientjes, of Sudden
Changes Interiors i Metairie. Par-
ents may not teach us how to organ-
ize, but we'll find a spouse or secre-
tary to do it for us (Stewart, are you
reading this?).

When she’s hired to organize a
space for a client, Coulter-Wientjes
uses amethod called STACKS, devel-
oped by an organizational training
and products company called Clear
and Simple Inc. ‘
(www.clearsimple.com)..The
acronym stands for Sort, Toss, As:
sign, Contain, Keep it Up and Simplify.

Learning to organize your things.is

alot like house-training a puppy: It in--.
volves a lot of repetition. In fact, says

Coulter-Wienfjes, it takes 21 days to
reprogram the mind to accept anew
idea or process. Since that's about
how long | give my annual-New Year’s
Resolutions, | figure this time 1 have a
shot at an organized household.

Here are Coulter-Wientjes® tips on
how to get organized:
» Organize one area at atime.

> Detgm\ he the priorities —in wh

_» Measure the storage area, then

» Choose a small areaat f rst, 50
youcan fe
and succe s,

ou wan to organize your

»Dont buy storage b\ns/boxes i
fore you know the amount of items’
be stored.

measure the items to be stored, so::
you know how much space is
needed.

> Weed contmuo.lsly not. Just once a

year or'so.
P Planto Qrga L
perwork at the end of ¢ach calendar
year. -

» Label everything with a label
maker.

P Decide to decide — decide what
to do-with gach ftem.

“» Pyt things away-as you are finished

withthem. .
P Color codethings if necessary.

» Teach children or grandchildren to-

put things away-when they are 2 or 3;
dont wait until they are old enough to
complain about having to pick up
their things. Make a game of picking
up their toys.

P Store things according to the

“80/20 Principle: We only usé 20 per-
cent.of what We own 80 percent of
thetime. " .
P Keep-atravel bag together with all
your toiletrles, so you dor'thave to
put it together at the last minute.

ly basket with handles

‘onhand toiold items that belong in

other rooms,

» Keep aplastic caddy with a center
handte filled with your cléaning sup-
plies, so you ¢an take it room-0.
room.

P Far convenience, keep a cleanmg

- caddy. with cleaning supplies on each

floor of your house:

P Keep 4 log of thiose ftems you have
problems-locating. ‘This will help you
determine what systems are needed
or should be enhanced.

» Create a Landing Zone near your
main entry to'include a location for
glasses, keys, charging station for
cell phones/PDA'S/IPOD’s, madl,
purse, wallet, etc.

» Create a Family Informatxon Cen-
ter to inclitie-a bulletin board, calen-
dar, phone ntimbers, foiders for
each child’s ingoming school work to
be reviewed and sigried, and folders
for bills to'be paid.

— RENEE PECK




